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The contract is 7 notrump north/south.
                                                    North
                                              S - 6 3 2
                                              H - 7 6
                                              D - Q 9 7 3 2
                                              C - J 10 4
                        West                                         East
                      S - A K Q J 7                                      S - 10 9 8
                      H - A 10 9                                           H - K Q J 8
                      D - A K J 8 6                                       D - 10
                      C - none                                             C - A K Q 9 8
                                                   South
                                              S - 5 4
                                              H - 5 4 3 2
                                              D - 5 4
                                              C - 7 6 5 3 2

Note: East/west can make a grand slam in clubs, hearts, spades or
         notrump, with winners to spare.

What happened?

          The east/west pair – a rather obnoxious married couple – had bid briskly to a contract of 7 spades, to insure their 100 honors, of course.  While waiting for south to pass, they exchanged hands to confirm the contract was ice-cold.  This is an unforgivable breach of bridge etiquette.  So south bid 7 notrump.  By the rules of bridge, all 26 east/west cards were exposed and had to be placed face up on the table.  South could then tell them which cards they must play on every trick, including the opening lead.  The only restriction was that all hands must follow suit.

The challenge

           You are south.  How many tricks can you take?

      ACBLP1 - Puzzle 1: Oswald Jacoby’s Teaser          Ward Trumbull
                                                                                                                   Apr 10, 2005
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      Figure out how to make 7 hearts with a king of clubs lead.

                                                    North
                                              -------------------
                                              S - None
                                              H - 10 9 8 7 6
                                              D - A K
                                              C - A J 8 7 6 5

                              West                                                    East
                      ----------------------                                 --------------------- 
                      S - 10 7 3                                            S - K J 9 8 6 5 4
                      H - 5 4 3 2                                           H - None
                      D - None                                              D - 6 5 4 3 2
                      C - K Q 10 9 3 2                                  C - 4
                                                      South
                                              ----------------------
                                              S - A Q 2
                                              H - A K Q J
                                              D - Q J 10 9 8 7
                                              C - None

                                  Opening Lead - King of Clubs
                  ACBLP1A - Puzzle 1: Answer                   Ward Trumbull
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      Figure out how to make 7 hearts with a king of clubs lead.

                                                    North
                                              -------------------
                                              S - None
                                              H - 10 9 8 7 6
                                              D - A K
                                              C - A J 8 7 6 5

                              West                                                    East
                      ----------------------                                 --------------------- 
                      S - 10 7 3                                            S - K J 9 8 6 5 4
                      H - 5 4 3 2                                           H - None
                      D - None                                              D - 6 5 4 3 2
                      C - K Q 10 9 3 2                                  C - 4
                                                      South
                                              ----------------------
                                              S - A Q 2
                                              H - A K Q J
                                              D - Q J 10 9 8 7
                                              C - None

                                  Opening Lead - King of Clubs

Answer                                                                         Hearts In
                                                                                 Dummy Hand
        1. Discard your 7 of diamonds on dummy’s ace of clubs.          5             
        2. Cross back to your hand with trump.                                      4             
        3. Ruff your 2 of spades in dummy.                                            3             
        4. Cross back to your hand with trump.                                      2             
        5. Ruff your queen of spades in dummy.                                    1             
        6. Cross back to your hand with trump.                                      0             
        7. Cash your last heart and discard dummy’s ace of diamonds.
        8. Cash your ace of spades and discard dummy’s king of diamonds.
        9. Your diamonds are good.

       ACBLP2 - Puzzle 2: All the King’s Horses and…   Ward Trumbull
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      Figure out how to make 7 spades with a queen of hearts lead.

                                                   North
                                              ------------------
                                              S - None
                                              H - A 4 3 2 
                                              D - A Q 6 5
                                              C - A Q 6 5 4

                           West                                                          East
                      -----------------                                             ---------------- 
                      S - 2                                                          S - J 5 4 3
                      H - Q J 10 9                                              H - 8 7 6 5
                      D - 8 7 4 3                                                 D - J 10 9
                      C - J 9 8 7                                                 C - 10 3
                                                        South
                                              ---------------------------
                                              S - A K Q 10 9 8 7 6
                                              H - K
                                              D - K 2
                                              C - K 2

                                  Opening Lead - Queen of Hearts
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      Figure out how to make 7 spades with a queen of hearts lead.

                                                    North
                                              ------------------
                                              S - None
                                              H - A 4 3 2 
                                              D - A Q 6 5
                                              C - A Q 6 5 4
                          West                                                         East
                      ----------------                                              --------------
                      S - 2                                                          S - J 5 4 3
                      H - Q J 10 9                                              H - 8 7 6 5
                      D - 8 7 4 3                                                 D - J 10 9
                      C - J 9 8 7                                                 C - 10 3
                                                       South
                                              ---------------------------
                                              S - A K Q 10 9 8 7 6
                                              H - K
                                              D - K 2
                                              C - K 2

                                  Opening Lead - Queen of Hearts
Answer
        1. Take trick one with dummy’s ace of hearts and not your king.
        2. Ruff a heart in your hand.
     3-4. Cash your ace and king of spades and discard dummy’s low clubs.
        5. Lead your king of diamond to dummy’s ace.
        6. Ruff a heart in your hand.
        7. Lead your 2 of diamond to dummy’s queen.
        8. Ruff the last heart in your hand.
        9. Lead your king of clubs to dummy’s ace.
      10. Ruff a diamond in your hand.
      11. Lead your 2 of clubs to dummy’s queen.
      12. Lead dummy’s last club or diamond and you have the spade queen
            and ten  behind RHO’s jack and five.
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      Figure out how to make 7 notrump with a ten of hearts lead.

                                                   North
                                              ------------------
                                              S - J 10 3
                                              H - A K Q J 4 
                                              D - 6 3 2
                                              C - 6 5

                            West                                                       East
                      ------------------                                          ------------------ 
                      S - K 2                                                    S - 9 8 7 6 5 4
                      H - 10 9 8 7 6                                         H - 5
                      D - J 10 8                                               D - K 9
                      C - 9 7 4                                                 C -10 8 3 2
                                                   South
                                              ------------------
                                              S - A Q 
                                              H - 3 2
                                              D - A Q 7 5 4
                                              C - A K Q J

                                  Opening Lead - Ten of Hearts
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      Figure out how to make 7 notrump with a ten of hearts lead.

                                                            North
                                                       ------------------
                                                       S - J 10 3
                                                       H - A K Q J 4 
                                                       D - 6 3 2
                                                       C - 6 5
                                    West                                                           East
                               ------------------                                           -------------------
                               S - K 2                                                     S - 9 8 7 6 5 4
                               H - 10 9 8 7 6                                          H - 5
                               D - J 10 8                                                D - K 9
                               C - 9 7 4                                                  C - 10 8 3 2
                                                             South
                                                       ------------------
                                                       S - A Q 
                                                       H - 3 2
                                                       D - A Q 7 5 4

Opening lead – Ten of Hearts        C - A K Q J

Answer: It’s easy only because it’s double dummy
        1. Take the opening heart lead with dummy’s ace.
        2. Cross to your hand on the ace of spades (the key play).
     3-6. Cash the top four clubs in your hand, discarding 2 of dummy’s
            spades. West is squeezed.
                 a. A diamond discard sets up your diamonds with a finesse of
                     the king. 
                 b. The spade king discard sets up the spades for the 13th trick
                      with the diamond finesse.
                 c. West has to discard a heart.
       7. Cash dummy’s last four hearts and discard your spade queen.
                 a. If west discards a diamond, it’s the same as (a) above.
                 b. If west discards the spade king, dummy’s jack of spades is the
                     13th trick.
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The whist term “NULLO” is no longer found in dictionaries or even in the Bridge Encyclopedia.  It is a form of play where a partnership is trying to

LOSE as many tricks as possible.  Such is the case with this hand. 

The contract is 7 notrump north/south.
                                                    North
                                              S - 6 3 2
                                              H - 7 6
                                              D - Q 9 7 3 2
                        West          C - J 10 4                    East
                      S - A K Q J 7                                      S - 10 9 8
                      H - A 10 9                                           H - K Q J 8
                      D - A K J 8 6                                       D - 10
                      C - none              South                     C - A K Q 9 8
                                              S - 5 4
                                              H - 5 4 3 2
                                              D - 5 4
                                              C - 7 6 5 3 2

Note: East/west can make a grand slam in clubs, hearts, spades or
         notrump, with winners to spare.

What happened?

          The east/west pair – a rather obnoxious married couple – had bid briskly to a contract of 7 spades, to insure their 100 honors, of course.  While waiting for south to pass, they exchanged hands to confirm the contract was ice-cold.  This is an unforgivable breach of bridge etiquette.  So south bid 7 notrump.  By the rules of bridge, all 26 east/west cards were exposed and had to be placed face up on the table.  South could then tell them which cards they must play on every trick, including the opening lead.  The only restriction was that all hands must follow suit.

The challenge

           You are south.  How many tricks can you take?

         ACBLP4 - Puzzle 4: Impossible 7 Notrump          Ward Trumbull
            From the Western Conference Contract Bridge Forum                 Nov 24, 2007
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The contract is 7 notrump north/south.
                                                    North
                                              S - 6 3 2
                                              H - 7 6
                                              D - Q 9 7 3 2
                            West        C - J 10 4                         East
                      S - A K Q J 7                                      S - 10 9 8
                      H - A 10 9                                           H - K Q J 8
                      D - A K J 8 6                                       D - 10
                      C - none               South                    C - A K Q 9 8
                                              S - 5 4
                                              H - 5 4 3 2
                                              D - 5 4
                                              C - 7 6 5 3 2

South indicates which cards are played on all tricks
                       West    North    East    South    West    North     East  
                  1    J D      Q D      10 D     4 D            
                  2                J C       9 C      3 C       A D
                  3                10 C     8 C      2 C       K D
                  4                9 D       A C      5 D      8 D
                  5                7 D       K C      5 S      6 D 
                  6                3 D       Q C      4 S      A H
                  7                2 D       K H      2 H     10 H     
                  8                4 C       Q H      7 C      9 H
                  9                                         6 C      A S       7 H         J  H          
                 10                                        5 C      K S       6 H         8 H
                 11                                        5 H      Q S       6 S        10 S 
                 12                                        4 H      J S        3 S         9 S
                 13                                        3 H      7 S        2 S         8 S

North/south take all 13 tricks.
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                                                    North
                                              S – K 7 6
                                              H – 3 2
                                              D – A K 4 
                                              C – K J 8 4 3 
                        West                                         East
                      S – A J 5                                       S – Q 2
                      H – K 10 9                                     H – Q 8 7 5 4
                      D – J 10 8 2                                   D – 9 7 6 5 3 
                      C – Q 9 7                                      C  -- 2 
                                                   South
                                              S – 10 9 8 4 3
                                              H – A J 6
                                              D – Q    
                                              C – A 10 6 5 

Bidding:          S              W             N               E       
                  1 spade       pass     2 notrump     pass 
                  3 notrump    pass     4 spades      all pass

Opening Lead:  jack of diamonds 

A – Analyze the opening lead

      Looks like jack-10 something.  Not a singleton because east would
      then have 8 diamonds. . 

R – Review the bidding

      They both passed.

C – Count your winners and losers  (based on top 3 cards in each suit)

       Winners – 2 spades, 1 heart, 3 diamonds and 4 clubs (total 10).

       Losers   -  3 spades, 2 hearts, no diamonds and 1 club (total 6)  
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                                                    North
                                              S – K Q 7
                                              H – A J 10 4
                                              D – K 8 7 5 3
                                              C - J 
                        West                                         East
                      S – A 8 4 2                                       S – J 10 9 6
                      H – Q 9 8 3                                       H – 7 6
                      D – J 9                                              D – 10 4 2
                      C – 9 8 5                                           C - A 4 3 2 
                                                   South
                                              S - 5 3
                                              H – K 5 2
                                              D – A Q 6
                                              C – K Q 10 7 6 

Bidding:        S                W             N               E       
                  1 club          pass     1 heart         pass 
                  1 notrump    pass     3 notrump    all pass

Opening Lead:  3 of hearts                 (bad lead because north bid hearts) 

A – Analyze the opening lead

      Looks like fourth longest from the heart queen. 

R – Review the bidding

      They both passed.

C – Count your winners and losers  (based on top 3 cards in each suit)

       Winners – 1 spade, 4 hearts (with queen finesse), 5 diamonds and
                        4 clubs (total 14)

       Losers   -  1 spade, no hearts, no diamonds and 1 club (the ace)  
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H – How to play the hand
      1. You have to knock out the ace of clubs.

      2. You have to cash two top diamonds to check for a 3-2 split. 

      3. You need to save the last heart finesse for an entry to dummy.

      4. You should not play your ace of diamonds till after the ace of clubs
           is knocked out.  The defender with the club ace still may not know
           who’s got the ace of diamond or ace of spades.

Play of the hand

      1. Play the jack of hearts to verify the queen finesse. 
      2. Lead the jack of clubs.  A good defender will not take the ace.

      3. Cross back to your hand on the king of hearts, not the ace of
          diamonds.  Left hand opponent knows you have the heart king,
          but neither defender knows about the diamond ace. 

      4. Lead the king of clubs and discard the spade 7 from dummy.
          Now east will probably take his ace.

      5. Looking at the dummy, diamonds look weaker (king) than the
          spades (king and queen).  East will probably lead a diamond.

     6. Take the KING of diamonds and follow with the dummy’s 3 to your
                       --------
         ace.  If both defenders follow, you have 5 diamond tricks.  If not, you     
         need to get your spade trick now.     

         Note: You can get to the dummy’s spade king or queen.  You can
                   later get to dummy on the last heart finesse.  You can get back
                   to your hand on the diamond queen to get your club tricks. 
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Play of the hand (continued)

      7. If the diamonds are good, cash your queen of diamonds to unblock
          the suit.  Next you play your high clubs and discard the king and
          queen of spades from dummy.  You will take 12 tricks by ending with
          the heart finesse for the ace and ten of hearts and the two small
          diamonds in dummy.  ..
      8. If the diamonds don’t split 3-2: then lead the 5 of spades toward the
          king in dummy.  If it loses to the ace, you will get 11 tricks ---
          1 spade, 4 hearts, 3 diamonds and 3 clubs.

          However, if west doesn’t take the ace of spades, cross back to your
          queen of diamonds and run the clubs.  You will get 12 tricks --- 
          1 spade, 4 hearts, 3 diamonds and 4 clubs.
Final defensive note

      If east holds off till the third or fourth lead in clubs, declarer will have to
      find one-or-two more discards in dummy.  He can’t afford to discard
      dummy’s spade honors; so he must discard two of those winning 
      diamonds.  He will held to 11 tricks ---  4 clubs, 3 diamonds and
      4 hearts, even if east doesn’t return a spade.
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                                                    North
                                              S – A 7 3 2
                                              H – A J 9 2
                                              D – void
                                              C – A 9 6 4 3 
                        West                                         East
                      S – J 4                                              S – 9 5
                      H – Q 10 7 6                                     H – K 8 5 3
                      D – A K J 7 2                                    D – Q 5 4
                      C – J 2                                              C – Q 10 8 5 
                                                   South
                                              S – K Q 10 8 6
                                              H – 4
                                              D – 10 9 8 6 3
                                              C – K 7  

Bidding:        N                E             S               W       
                  1 club          pass     1 spade        2 diamonds 
                  3 spades     pass     4 spades       all pass

Opening Lead:  Ace of diamonds 

A – Analyze the opening lead

      Looks like ace from an ace/king five card suit 

R – Review the bidding

      West bid diamonds.

C – Count your winners and losers  (based on top 3 cards in each suit)

       Winners – 5 spades, 1 heart, 0 diamonds and 2 clubs (total 8)

       Losers   -  0 spades, 0 hearts, 3 diamonds and 0 clubs (total 3)
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H – What do you need to do?
      1. You should start a crossruff.

      2. You should first cash all the outside aces and kings.
          This is a must for crossruffing.

      3. You should not pull any trumps because you need all four spades in
          dummy for diamond ruffs.

      4. You must decide which hand you want to be in to start the crossruff,
          after cashing the aces and kings.  Another way to look at it is -----
          which hand do you want to be in when the crossruff ends?          

Play of the hand

      1. Ruff the diamonds with dummy’s two.

      2. You plan to ruff 3 more diamonds and 3 hearts ending in your hand
           to pull trump with your king and queen.  So cash the heart ace, the 
          club ace and then the club king ending in your hand to start the
          crossruff. 

      3. With these six crossruffs, the defenders have to follow suit, except
          on the fourth diamond which you ruff with dummy’s ace.

      4. You will take 12 tricks.
               2 clubs (ace and king)
               4 diamond ruffs
               4 hearts (ace and 3 ruffs)
               2 spades (king and queen)
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      Figure out how to make 6 clubs with a two of spades lead.

                                                    North
                                              -------------------
                                              S - 7 5 
                                              H - K 9 8 7 6
                                              D - K 8 6 4 2
                                              C - 4

                              West                                                    East
                      ----------------------                                 --------------------- 
                      S - 2                                                     S - K Q J 10 9 8 4
                      H - Q 10 5 2                                         H - J 4 3
                      D - Q 9 7 5                                           D - J 10 3
                      C - 7 6 5 2                                  C - 
                                                      South
                                              ----------------------
                                              S - A 6 3
                                              H - A 
                                              D - A 
                                              C - A K Q J 10 9 8 3  

                                  Opening Lead – Two of spades
                            ACBLP8A - Puzzle 8                           Ward Trumbull
                                                  Answers                                              Apr 9, 2012
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      Figure out how to make 6 clubs with a two of spades lead.

                                                    North
                                              -------------------
                                              S - 7 5 
                                              H - K 9 8 7 6
                                              D - K 8 6 4 2
                                              C - 4

                              West                                                    East
                      ----------------------                                 --------------------- 
                      S - 2                                                     S - K Q J 10 9 8 4
                      H - Q 10 5 2                                         H - J 4 3
                      D - Q 9 7 5                                           D - J 10 3
                      C - 7 6 5 2                                            C - 
                                                      South
                                              ----------------------
                                              S - A 6 3
                                              H - A 
                                              D - A 
                                              C - A K Q J 10 9 8 3  

                                  Opening Lead – Two of spades

Cash the aces of spades, hearts and diamonds

Play the ace, king, queen and 3 of clubs.

West is in and end played.  He must lead to a red king in dummy.

    Note:  West can set the contract by playing the club 5, 6 and 7 under
              declarer’s ace, king and queen.

      ACBLP9 - Puzzle 9: Where’s Trick Twelve?            Ward Trumbull
                                                                                                                   Jun 25, 2012
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      Figure out how to make 6 notrump with a ten of spades lead.

                                                    North
                                              -------------------
                                              S - None
                                              H - A K 8 7 6 5 4
                                              D - A K Q 3
                                              C - A K
                              West                                                    East
                      ----------------------                                 --------------------- 
                      S - 10 9 8 7 6                                       S - 5 4 2
                      H - Q J 10 9                                         H - None
                      D - None                                              D - J 9 8 7 6 5 4 
                      C - J 7 4 2                                            C - 10 9 8
                                                     South
                                              ----------------------
                                              S - A K Q J 3
                                              H - 3 2
                                              D -10 2
                                              C - Q 8 6 5

You have 11 tricks off the top: 4 spades, 2 hearts, 3 diamonds and 2 clubs.

Where is the twelfth trick?           

Hint 1: A spade lead is the only lead that gives declarer a chance to take
           12 tricks.

Hint 2: You are going to have to think outside the box to succeed.

    ACBLP9A - Puzzle 9: Where’s Trick Twelve?            Ward Trumbull
                                       Answer                                    Jun 25, 2012
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                                                    North
                                              -------------------
                                              S - None
                                              H - A K 8 7 6 5 4
                                              D - 3
                                              C - 
                              West                                                    East
                      ----------------------                                 --------------------- 
                      S - 10 9                                                S - 
                      H - Q J 10 9                                         H - None
                      D - None                                              D - J 9 8 7 6 5 4 
                      C - J 7                                                  C - 10 
                                                     South
                                              ----------------------
                                              S - J 3
                                              H - 3 2
                                              D -10 2
                                              C - Q 8
1. Cash the A, K and Q of spades and discard dummy’s A, K and Q of diamonds. 

2. Lead dummy’s 3 of diamonds.

If east takes the jack, he will then put south in with a club or diamond.  West can discard a heart, but on the diamond 10 he 

is cooked.  He must discard the club 7, and then discard a heart or spade on the club 8.

If east doesn’t take the diamond jack, west can’t discard a heart.     

So he must discard the club 7.  When declarer cashes the Q and 8 of clubs, west must then discard a heart, leaving the Q, J and 10.  Declarer can now give west a heart and claim:  getting 1 diamond, 4 clubs and:
3.  either 3 spades and 4 hearts, or
4.  5 spades and 2 hearts.  
